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The exhibition at the ALBERTINA MUSEUM presents a survey of all creative periods so far 
in the oeuvre of Jakob Gasteiger. This Austrian artist’s output is characterized by a special 
way of reflecting on the painting process and on painting as such: his works forgo depiction 
of anything that he has seen or that could be clearly perceived, being much rather 
dominated by an elementary formal language. The viewer’s attention is directed to colors, 
to the structural and textural aspects of lines and the resulting transitions between spaces. 
His paintings tell no stories and refer to nothing but their own selves, and they have 
nothing in common but there pure self-referentiality.  

This minimalism, this tendency towards reduction without concrete depiction, raises many 
questions. And even so, the artist does successfully give rise to a special harmony between 
the dimensions. For decades, this high degree of aesthetic competency has made Jakob 
Gasteiger one of the Austria’s most important contemporary artists of international 
significance.  
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